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Introduction 

What is this document? 

The Long Term Transport Strategy is part of Barnet CouncilΩǎ wider 
strategy to create a prosperous, inclusive and healthy future for 
the borough. It sets out a vision for transport in Barnet and a 
roadmap for achieving this vision, supporting other council 
policies such as the Draft Growth Strategy, the Joint Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy and the Local Plan. 

This Strategy: 

¶ Articulates the vision for transport in Barnet to 2041; 

¶ Proposes possible proposals to achieve the vision; and 

¶ Provides an evidence base for this strategy. 

It sets strategic goals and suggests high level actions, with 
associated timescales and delivery plans. Further work, such as 
data collection, detailed design and public consultation, will be 
required before recommended actions can be implemented. 

Why is it needed? 

Having an overarching transport strategy enables investment to 
be targeted in order to achieve desired outcomes in a coherent 
manner. This means the transport network is considered in-the-
round when prioritising spending and takes full account of other 
council strategies such as the Draft Growth Strategy.  

Why 2041? 

The timescale of 2041 has been chosen to tie in with the Mayor of 
LondonΩǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ Strategy. It is far enough into the future to 
allow for major infrastructure changes, whilst still allowing 
prediction of social, economic and technological change with 
some degree of confidence.  

Context 

Who controls transport in Barnet? 

Not all transport in the borough is under ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ control.  

Public realm, roads and parking 

Major roads which form part of the Transport for London (TfL) 
Road Network are controlled by TfL (A1, A41, A406) and 
motorways by Highways England (M1); TfL also operate and 
maintain traffic signals on all roads, and have certain wide-ranging 
powers, such as the ability to introduce road pricing proposals like 

the Ultra Low Emission Zone and the Congestion Charge. 
However, the Council are responsible for managing and 
maintaining ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ŀǊƴŜǘΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǎΦ  

The Council oversees the creation and enforcement of on-street 
parking spaces and Council owned car-parks.  

The CouncilΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǊƻŀŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ and parking have 
wide ranging impacts, not only on the efficiency of moving people 
and goods but also on the creation of pleasant spaces and 
successful high streets in the borough. 

London Underground and buses 

Both the London Underground network (including stations) and 
bus services are parts of the TfL network and are not managed by 
the Council. Nevertheless, the Council can and does engage with 
TfL and can help shape how its residents interact with both modes 
of transport and can influence the services, for example through 
changing road design around an Underground Station.  

National Rail 

Network Rail (NR) own and manage the majority of railway 
infrastructure in the borough, including tracks and power lines. 
Railway stations and services in Barnet are managed and operated 
by Govia Thameslink Railway and its subdivisions (Thameslink, 
Southern and Great Northern franchises). 

Taxis and private hire vehicles 

TfL are responsible for licensing taxis and private hire vehicles. 
Without a license from TfL, it is illegal to work as a taxi or Private 
Hire Vehicle (PHV) driver. 

New mobility 

New forms of travel are increasingly available in London, such as 
dockless bikes and electric scooters. The regulatory framework for 
these is still emerging: TfL released a Code of Practice for dockless 
bike operators to work with London boroughs.  

1 Introduction 
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Policy 

This strategy complements and supports the CouncilΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
strategic policy documents. Transport is particularly important for 
achieving the aims of the Draft Growth and Joint Health and 
Wellbeing strategies. This strategy must also work within the 
framework of regional and national policy. 

The CouncilΩǎ Corporate Plan1 

The /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ existing Corporate Plan 2019 ς 2024, includes the 
objective to  

keep the borough moving 

It states that delivering this will involve: 

¶ Improving the condition of our roads and pavements 

¶ Encouraging the use of public transport, walking and cycling 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ 

¶ Lobbying for improvements to public transport  

¶ Developing a cycle network to major destinations in the 
borough without impeding busy and narrow traffic routes 

¶ Promoting and continuing to roll out electric vehicle charging 
points and car clubs 

¶ Using enforcement to increase compliance and support 
smooth and safe traffic movement.  

This strategy document is aligned with these objectives and seeks 
to develop them across the longer time frame.  

The CouncilΩǎ Local Plan 

The CouncilΩǎ emerging Local Plan will cover the 2021-2036 
period. It will provide a positive strategy for delivering The 
CouncilΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ It identifies 
areas for housing and employment growth and reflects the 
benefits of major investment in infrastructure that the new Brent 
Cross Thameslink Station will bring and Crossrail 2 and the West 
London Orbital could bring to the Borough. It will also assist in the 

                                                      

1 Barnet Council (2019) Barnet 2024: Corporate Plan 2019-2024 
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/sites/default/files/corporate_plan_ -
_barnet_2024.pdf 

delivery of other Council Plans and Strategies. This includes the 
Draft Growth Strategy which sets out where The Council will focus 
its interventions to support delivery of development and 
regeneration. These plans and strategies will provide a robust 
planning framework against which the aspirations of The Council 
can be successfully delivered.  

The CouncilΩǎ Growth Strategy2 

At the time of writing, feedback from the consultation on the 
Draft Growth Strategy is being analysed and considered and a 
final version of the strategy is being developed. The Draft Growth 
Strategy runs from 2019 to 2030 and it includes three objectives 
relevant to this strategyΣ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ άŀ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ōƻǊƻǳƎƘέΦ 

 

The Strategy describes how The Council will facilitate the major 
growth that is expected in Barnet over the next decade. More 
information is included in the next chapter. 

The CouncilΩǎ Health and Wellbeing Priorities3 

.ŀǊƴŜǘΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ 
ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ are seeking to deliver by 
interalia promoting walking and ŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ 
ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ 

The CouncilΩǎ Local Implementation Plan and Mayor of LondonΩǎ 
Transport Strategy4 

The Local Implementation Plan (LIP) details how The Council will 
play its part in achieving the objectives set in the Mayor of 
LondonΩǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ όнлмуύ. The overarching objective for 

2 Barnet Council (2019) Growth Strategy 2030 
https://engage.barnet.gov.uk/growth-strategy 

3 Barnet Council https://www.barnet.gov.uk/health -and-wellbeing/barnets-
health-and-wellbeing-board 

the Mayor of LondonΩǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ул҈ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘǊƛǇǎ ƛƴ 
London to be on foot, by cycle or public transport by 2041. For 
this to be achieved, the Mayor of London has set the target of 
increasing the proportion of trips made by walking, cycling and 
public transport in Barnet from 59% today to 72% in 2041. A 
proportion of The CouncilΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
LIP process: to get funding, proposals will need to demonstrate 
how they help achieve ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ. 

A lack of public transport options, particularly to travel from west 
to east across the borough (and vice versa), and the concentration 
of key national freight routes on Barnet roads that The Council 
does not control makes meeting the Mayor of LondonΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ 
challenging, particularly for mode share (how people travel), road 
safety, air quality and parking standards. Despite this, the current 
annual LIP includes projects to move towards these targets. 

The Council shares many of the same goals articulated in the 
Mayor of LondonΩǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊt Strategy, including improving air 
quality, reducing car dependency, and enabling more Londoners 
to walk and cycle. 

Healthy Streets Approach 

The Healthy Streets Approach embodied in the Mayor of LondonΩǎ 
Transport Strategy, puts human health and experience at the 
heart of planning the city. It uses ten evidence based indicators to 
ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΦ wŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
providing an ideal model for a street, the approach accounts for 
ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΩǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ Ƙƻǿ ōŜǘter quality 
environments can be created. The approach is a guide to policy. 
The Healthy Streets indicators are shown in Figure 1.1. 

4 Barnet /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ όнлмуύ [ƻŎŀƭ LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴΤ ¢Ŧ[ όнлмуύ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ 
Transport Strategy 

https://www.barnet.gov.uk/sites/default/files/corporate_plan_-_barnet_2024.pdf
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/sites/default/files/corporate_plan_-_barnet_2024.pdf
https://engage.barnet.gov.uk/growth-strategy
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing/barnets-health-and-wellbeing-board
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/health-and-wellbeing/barnets-health-and-wellbeing-board
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Figure 1.1: TfL Healthy Streets indicators 

 

                                                      

5 UK Public General Acts (2008) Climate Change Act 2008 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27/contents  

6 UK Parliament (2019) Votes and Proceedings Wednesday 01 May 2019 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmvote/190501v02.html 

Climate Change Act 20085 

The UK Climate Change Act commits the country to reducing 
greenhouse emissions by at least 80% compared to 1990 emission 
levels by 2050. In May 2019, UK Parliament declared a climate 
emergency, calling on the Government to:  

ΨiƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 
targets under the Climate Change Act 2008 to achieve 
net zero emissions before 2050, increase support for and 
set ambitious, short term targets for the roll-out of 
renewable and low carbon energy and transport.Ω6 

Transport is the largest emitting sector of the UK greenhouse gas 
emissions and, whereas other sources are decreasing, emissions 
from transport continue to increase.7 

7 Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (2017) UK Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploa
ds/attachment_data/file/776083/2017_Final_emissions_statistics_one_page
_summary.pdf 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27/contents
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmvote/190501v02.html
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/776083/2017_Final_emissions_statistics_one_page_summary.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/776083/2017_Final_emissions_statistics_one_page_summary.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/776083/2017_Final_emissions_statistics_one_page_summary.pdf
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Methodology 

How has the Long Term Transport Strategy been created? 

The strategy has been developed through an evidence-led 
approach involving extensive stakeholder engagement. 

Stage 1: Evidence base 

An evidence base was developed covering historic trends, the 
current situation and an assessment of future scenarios. Data was 
taken from a broad range of sources: the DfT and TfL data stores, 
The CouncilΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊƪ in developing policies such as the Local 
Plan and the Growth Strategy. Data relating to Barnet was 
compared to other London boroughs to provide benchmarks. The 
evidence base was shared with stakeholders via our Transport 
Strategy steering groups, including the Members, Officers, 
transport and infrastructure stakeholders and community group 
stakeholders, in a series of workshops to ensure it reflected their 
experience of the borough.  

Stage 2: Vision 

Rather than attempting to predict the future of transport in the 
borough and then seeking to provide the infrastructure to meet 
predicted demand, this stage recognised the influence that the 
strategy will have on shaping the future of transport in Barnet. A 
vision was developed with officers and Members to articulate 
what transport in Barnet should achieve by 2041 and how it can 
contribute to creating a better Barnet. 

Stage 3: Action Plans 

Transport proposals were then developed and assessed in terms 
of their contribution to achieving the vision. These proposals were 
developed through engaging with the same stakeholders from 
stage 1 and collated into action plans. 

Stage 4: Reporting and consultation 

The draft strategy will be considered by Environment Committee 
in January 2020. Following committee, it is expected that public 
consultation on the draft strategy will be undertaken.  

Content 

What does the Long Term Transport Strategy contain? 

¶ Chapter 2 ς Barnet in context: Summary of existing travel 
patterns in the borough and likely changes, including likely 
impact of new technology. 

¶ Chapter 3 ς Vision: What the strategy hopes to achieve. 

¶ Chapter 4 ς Proposals: What is necessary to achieve the 
Vision. 

¶ Chapter 5 ς Delivery Plan: What actions need to be taken to 
consider and deliver the proposals, by whom and when.
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Figure 1.2: Long Term Transport Strategy development process 
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Introduction 

The information presented in this chapter is a summary of the 
Evidence Base document, produced as the first stage of 
developing the strategy, which should be referred to for full data 
sources. The full Evidence Base can be found online at XXX [the 
link will be provided in the final version ς for the draft strategy the 
Evidence Base can be found as Appendix B to the Committee 
Report]. 

Barnet today 

1.1 Barnet is a popular place to live, work and do business: it offers 
quick access to central London via the Northern Line, Thameslink, 
Great Northern and the bus network; a high quality and quantity 
of green space; and excellent schools, town centres and services. 
The borough hosts 10% of all active businesses in outer London 
and 5% across London as a whole. 

Working with our partners, The Council has been successful in 
ensuring regeneration and development has continued across the 
borough despite the economic challenges of recent decades. The 
Council has focused on bringing forward specific areas for growth, 
such as Colindale, Mill Hill East and Brent Cross, alongside placing 
a strong emphasis on estate regeneration to deliver renewal on 
their largest housing estates. Regeneration has progressed at 
Dollis Valley, Grahame Park and West Hendon, with over 2,000 
new homes delivered, alongside improved community facilities 
and better quality open spaces; notably, May 2018 marked the 
completion of Stonegrove Spur Road, part of a project which 
delivered 999 homes.  

The Council has worked hard to deliver against its housing targets, 
for example 2,360 new homes were delivered in Barnet in 
2017/18, meeting The CouncilΩǎ current London Plan housing 
target. This was the highest number of any London Borough, 
equating to 7.4%, or one ƛƴ ǘƘƛǊǘŜŜƴΣ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǿƭȅ ōǳƛƭǘ 
homes being delivered in Barnet. 

1.2 Spatially, the borough can be divided into three areas with 
differing characteristics: 

¶ West. The A5 road corridor links town centres such as 
Edgware, Burnt Oak / Colindale, West Hendon, Brent Cross 
and Cricklewood, which are served by the Northern line and 
Thameslink services. It has an urban character: wards such as 
Colindale and Burnt Oak have population densities 

approaching the inner London average. The area is also home 
to many key destinations including Brent Cross Shopping 
Centre, Middlesex University and the RAF Museum. 

¶ Central. The ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊƴŜǘΩǎ central area includes a 
significant proportion the green space which the borough is 
known for. Population densities are some of the lowest in 
[ƻƴŘƻƴΥ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ 
targets. There is limited transport connectivity across the 
centre from one side of the borough to the other (orbital 
connections), except by car. 

¶ East. The east of the borough includes key employment sites 
and historic town centres such as High Barnet, North Finchley, 
Finchley Central and Golders Green. Similar to the west of the 
borough, there are very good north to south (radial) 
connections provided by the Northern Line and Great 
Northern services, though some areas are some way from a 
station. 

The borough is also of critical strategic importance for London: 
key freight routes including the M1, A1 and A406 run through the 
borough, providing access for the goods and services that the city 
depends on. This strategic location means up to 25% of road 
traffic in Barnet is passing through, neither originating nor ending 
in the borough. Barnet is part of the London Lorry Control 
Scheme, designed to reduce road danger from freight vehicles. 

Transport in Barnet today 

Barnet has high car use for an outer London borough, particularly 
in the north of the borough. Barnet has the second highest car 
ownership levels per household in London: almost double the 
level of neighbouring Haringey. These cars are overwhelmingly 
petrol or diesel: despite the number of electric cars doubling in 
the past two years, in late 2018 only 1% of all cars registered in 
the borough were electric. Almost a third of Barnet households do 
not have access to a car 

Journey distances in Barnet do not mean that travel by car is an 
inevitable choice: two thirds of car journeys in the borough are 
under 5km and a quarter of car trips begin and end in the 
borough. Furthermore, all seven main Barnet town centres have a 
PTAL rating above 4, meaning they are easily accessible by public 
transport. Although radial journeys are much easier than orbital 
travel. TfL also estimate that there are almost half a million 
journeys per day in Barnet that could be converted from 
motorised transport to walking and cycling, after excluding 

2 Barnet in Context 
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journeys that are too long, part of a chain (such as from home to 
the shops to school) or involving carrying heavy shopping or 
equipment. The key barriers to walking and cycling are 
environments dominated by fast flowing traffic, lack of cycling 
infrastructure and fears over safety. 

Commuting patterns, particularly in wards in the north of the 
borough, are also dominated by the car, as shown in Figure 2.1. 
This is unlikely to be an issue of access to other modes: 62% of all 
residents in the borough live within 1200m of a rail or 
Underground station; 100% within a 20-minute cycle. Nor is it a 
problem of distance: Barnet businesses mostly employ Barnet 
residents, and the other key centre of employment is central 
London, accessed mostly via the Northern Line in under 30 
minutes (Figure 2.2). Instead, it is in part a result of bus, rail and 
Underground services not enabling people to cross the borough 
orbitally in a quick, efficient and comfortable manner: 
underground and rail services run into central London not across 
the borough, and buses get caught in the same congestion as 
private vehicles. 

Those services to central London are vital for the borough, as 
demonstrated by the map of destinations of tube journeys 
originating in Barnet (Figure 2.3): the top ten are all key 
employment sites in central London on the Northern Line. 
Thameslink and Great Northern services also provide links into 
central London but are currently relatively underused by Barnet 
residents as they do not provide the frequencies offered by either 
the Northern line or the Piccadilly and Jubilee lines, which sit just 
outside of the borough boundary. The Northern Line is capacity 
constrained and any problems with the running of the line causes 
major difficulties to Barnet residents.  

Figure 2.1: Proportion of commutes by car 

 

Figure 2.2: Number of employment centres within 30 minute public transport journey 
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Figure 2.3: Most popular destinations of London Underground journeys originating in 
Barnet 

 

Impacts of high car use 

High car usage in Barnet has four key negative consequences: 
serious road traffic accidents, time lost due to road congestion, 
the impact on health in the borough and air quality. Moreover, 
these impacts are not equally distributed: the worst air quality in 
the borough is in the west, where levels of car ownership are 
lowest. 

Road safety 

Almost two people per week are killed or seriously injured on 
.ŀǊƴŜǘΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŜƪΥ тм҈ ƻŦ Ŏƻƭƭƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ .ŀǊƴŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ŎŀǊǎ 

                                                      

8 2016 London Atmospheric Emissions Inventory (2019) supplied by the GLA  

and 79% of people killed or seriously injured in London are 
walking, cycling or riding a motorcycle when they are hit.  

Congestion 

Cars are less space efficient than other modes. By taking more 
road space to transport the same number of people, they cause 
more congestion and slower journey times. The section of the 
A406 road that passes through Barnet (from Finchley Road to 
Colney Hatch Lane) is the fifth worst road in the UK for traffic 
congestion.  

Health 

Life expectancy in Barnet is 82.2 years for men and 85.5 years for 
women, significantly higher than the London and national 
averages. Achieving a minimum of 150 minutes of exercise per 
week can reduce the risk of chronic conditions which limit the 
number of years spent in good health. 

Wǳǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ .ŀǊƴŜǘΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
recommended level of physical activity participation. This is 
particularly acute for people who commute: residents aged 35-44 
years report the second lowest levels of physical activity 
participation compared to other age groups and levels are 
significantly lower than the national average. When asked to 
select what would help them maintain a healthy lifestyle, more 
opportunities to walk and cycle as part of my daily routine was the 
second most common response after cheaper healthy food and 
drink. Inactivity levels also contribute towards one in five 5 year 
olds, one in three 10 year olds and more than half of adults in 
Barnet being overweight or obese. 

Social isolation leads to multiple ill health consequences: older 
adults are at particular risk of social isolation caused by poor 
transport infrastructure. In areas where public transport is 
insufficient, this can increase the risk of social isolation amongst 
older adults. 

Air quality 

Within Barnet, emissions from traffic have the most severe and 
pervasive impact on air quality justifying making the whole 

9 Barnet Council (2017) Air Quality Action Plan 
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/environmental -problems/air-quality/air -quality-
action-plan 

Borough an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA). Air quality in 
some areas of Barnet breaches legal limits, particularly at major 
junctions in the Borough where there is a higher traffic flow and a 
high number of stationary vehicles. Pollution levels are higher 
along arterial routes, particularly the North Circular, M1, A1 and 
A5; PM2.5 concentrations are shown in Figure 2.4. Modelled data 
relating to 2016 (released by TfL in July 2019) shows that twelve 
schools in Barnet breached legal air quality limits.8 Air Quality is a 
problem in Barnet, however progress has been made through a 
variety of initiatives, as noted in the CouncilΩǎ !ƛǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ 
Plan which was produced in 2017. Initiatives in 2018/19 include 
the introduction of electric vehicle charging points, the planting of 
trees in poor air quality areas and education and communications 
with school children9 

Figure 2.4: PM2.5 concentration in Barnet 

 

https://www.barnet.gov.uk/environmental-problems/air-quality/air-quality-action-plan
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/environmental-problems/air-quality/air-quality-action-plan
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Major planned transport improvements 

There are a series of major proposals planned in Barnet and 
across the wider region which will impact travel patterns in 
Barnet. Each of these proposals is in keeping with the Mayor of 
LondonΩǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ. Some of the major proposals 
planned are noted below.  

Brent Cross West 

Creation of the new Brent Cross West station will link the Brent 
Cross Cricklewood development with St Pancras International in 
15 minutes via Thameslink services, with an expected 2.5 million 
passengers per year. At present it is due to open in May 2022, the 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΩ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΣ ǿŀǎǘŜ 
transfer station, rail freight facility and replace existing railway 
sidings, as well as two new bridges across the railway. 

Status: committed and funded 

Ultra Low Emission Zone 

The Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) was introduced by TfL in 
Central London in April 2019. The proposal charges all vehicles 
entering the zone at any time which do not conform to Euro VI 
standards a daily fee of £12.50 (on top of the existing Congestion 
Charge during congestion charging hours). It will be extended to 
the North and South Circular in 2021.  

In its first four months operating in central London, the ULEZ has 
accelerated the uptake of cleaner vehicles: compliant vehicles, 
which do not have to pay, increased as a proportion of all vehicles 
in the zone from 39% in February 2017 to 73% in the first four 
months of the charge being introduced. The number of older, 
more polluting vehicles decreased by a third.  

Status: committed and funded 

TfL Bus improvements 

TfL are making various improvements to their bus services, 
including ensuring buses conform to the latest emissions 
standards and have better information for passengers. Of 
particular relevance to Barnet, they are extending and redirecting 
bus routes specifically to support housing growth in outer London, 
such as the 125 bus route which has been extended to serve 
Colindale.  

Status: committed and funded 

Northern Line capacity upgrade 

The Northern Line is of vital importance to Barnet. There are 
several proposals to improve the running of the Northern Line: for 
example, Bank Station will have 40% greater capacity by 2022. TfL 
also have plans to increase the capacity at Camden Town. Both 
these improvements could facilitate more frequent services on 
the Northern Line: the Mayor of LondonΩǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 
suggests the Northern Line could carry 54,000 additional 
passengers a day if capacity was increased to 30-32 trains per 
hour 

Status: part committed and funded 

Underground Station Step free access 

Of the 13 Underground stations in Barnet, 5 have step-free access 
from street to train and 2 from street to platform. Burnt Oak and 
Mill Hill East are scheduled for step-free access by 2020; Colindale 
by 2024.  

Status: committed and funded 

West London Orbital 

The West London Orbital is a rail proposal aiming to improve 
orbital travel in the outer London boroughs. There are two 
branches to both the north and south of the core proposal, which 
links Neasden to South Acton. Both northern branches run 
through Barnet: one from West Hampstead to Neasden via 
Cricklewood; the other from Hendon to Neasden via Brent Cross. 
These would connect through to Hounslow and Kew Bridge in the 
south, as well as facilitating interchange with HS2 at Old Oak 
Common. The Council will lobby to ensure both branches in 
Barnet are included in the final scheme. 

Status: planned 

Crossrail 2 

Crossrail 2 is a proposed railway linking south west and north east 
[ƻƴŘƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ Ǌŀƛƭ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ōȅ мл҈Φ ¢ƘŜ 
benefit to Barnet residents would be the relief that Crossrail 2 is 
expected to provide to the overcrowding on the Northern Line, 
although it will have a larger impact on the southern section of 
the line. The Council will support Crossrail 2 proposals, particularly 
if a New Southgate link is included. 

Status: planned 
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Barnet in the future 

Barnet is a growing borough. By 2030, approximately 50,000 more 
people will live in Barnet, an increase of 13%. The Draft London 
Plan envisages delivery of 23,490 homes over 10 years to 2026. 
However, high demand for housing means that additional capacity 
for new homes will need to be identified and delivered in the 
borough sooner. The exact target number of homes needs to be 
agreed, as the Mayor of London and Central Government have 
published different targets for Barnet. But it is known that know it 
will be at least 50% greater annually and could be as much as 
45,000 homes by 2030. There are also estimated to be an 
additional 27,000 jobs in the borough. 

This growth will not be evenly spread across the borough: it will 
largely happen by increasing the density of town centres and 
areas with planned transport improvements such as Brent Cross 
and Colindale, as shown in the Growth Strategy. Figure 2.5 shows 
the discrepancy in population density increases according to the 
DǊŜŀǘŜǊ [ƻƴŘƻƴ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ όǿƘƛch are 
different to those in the draft Growth Strategy). The distinct 
characteristics of the three different areas of the borough will 
become more pronounced: areas such as Colindale and Golders 
Green will exceed the current Inner London average population 
density by at least 30%; Burnt Oak, West Finchley, Childs Hill, 
Woodhouse, Hendon and East Finchley will all be at least 50% 
denser than existing outer London averages; whereas rural areas 
are unlikely to change significantly. This impacts on transport 
strategy development: the denser the area, the less space that is 
available for private vehicles and the greater the need for good 
public transport and the promotion of walking and cycling. 

The number of people aged over 65 are projected to increase by 
37% between 2018 and 2030, compared with a 2% decrease in 
young people (aged 0-19) and a 4% increase for working age 
adults (aged 16-64) over the same period, shown in Figure 2.6.  

Figure 2.5: Population density change by 2041 

 

Figure 2.6: Expected population growth in Barnet to 2041 

 

Role of transport in realising growth 

If existing travel patterns continue 

1.3 Transport will be vital to ensure this growth can be achieved 
without diminishing the quality of life in Barnet. Growth is 
focussed on transport centres because that is where the planning 
system allows the greatest densities. 

1.4 If existing travel patterns continue and with a finite road space the 
increased vehicle trips will lead to increased congestion on 
.ŀǊƴŜǘΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǎ. This would worsen as shown in Figure 2.7. 

Children and adults will continue to be affected by poor quality 
ŀƛǊΣ ƛƴŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ health and collisions will 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻƴ .ŀǊƴŜǘΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǎΦ 

In addition, with growth parts of the public transport network will 
also suffer. For example, crowding on the Northern Line is 
estimated to reach 5 people per square metre during the morning 
peak and buses will become increasingly congested. 

Figure 2.7: Barnet roads expected % over capacity by 2041 

 


















































































































